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Now That We Are Literate

“You are working for a great cause but I highl y doubt you will get t o see the results in
your lif etime,” a friend t old me after att ending one of our student e vents at the Ilia
Chavchavadze Center for European Studies and Civic Education (the Chavchavadze 
Center). Many would see this remark as a backhanded compliment —a sign that we are 
doing this work in v ain. It is somewhat true that tackling l ong-term objectiv es in 
Georgia is very rare. We do not ha ve a cultur e of step-by-step, goal-orient ed work 
toward distant aims. We almost never pl an in advance; we live in the moment and 
hope that , with the p assage of time, one day we will have a better life. And yet, the 
changing of number s on the calendar is not enough t o bring change. Quite the        
opposit e, there are plenty of examples where countries and even entir e civilizations 
experienced regress, descending int o the Dark Ages. A hundred years ago the Social
Democrats who rul ed Georgia thought that “ the times had changed” and Russia would 
not in vade and conquer the c ountry . Similarly, in 2008, Americans were convinced that 
Russia would not start a war outside its bor ders since “the times had changed.”

In realit y, we are in charge of creating our time and this pr ocess is perpetua l. The
moment we sit b ack, someone else is busy crafting our time . Individua l and nationa l 
freedom require everyday care and protection. Or perhaps the t erms “care and       
protection ” are too worn out . Our freedom calls f or routine work and activ e thinking.

All more-or-l ess successful societies ha ve an Idea, whether proclaimed or implicit . Let 
us not call it a “Mes sianic Idea,” as it was referred to in the y ears prior t o the           
restoration of independenc e. What I mean is a simple re��ection on who we ar e and 

modern competition of nations and ide as. A vision of what we should no longer be, 
what stands in the wa y of our success and what we should change in ourselves.

My generation has liv ed through some int eresting times, on the c usp of centuries,
mill ennia and seismic geopolitical a lt erations. We were born at the time of the So viet 
“zastoi,” which is t o say stagnation, grew up in the er a of dismantling of the E vil 
Empir �©���Z�3�–�����×�ë�š�ö�3�×��for fr eedom and independenc e. Once we reached maturit y, we 
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were told that a ll is well and hist ory had ended (although a ll was as far from well in 
Georgia as it could possibly be). A decade later we saw that we could shatt er          
centuries -ol d stereotypes and achieve phenomenal things if we had the will t o do so 
and tried har d enough. Finall y, we went back to the permanent Geor gian state of 
mediocrit y, in the comfort of our own br oken shells.

Through all of these changes, Georgia remained in the r ole of an observer. It was 
always the few amongst us who fought . Our society comfortabl y accepted this r ole of 
a victim, idolizing the sing ular heroes, shifting all of our r esponsibilities ont o them 
and living vic ariousl y through them (thr ough poems, toasts, etc.). Simultaneously, 
most peopl e always chose conformism as a way of life.

If we re��ect on it , conformism is our main tr adition. Many even try to romanticize it 
and argue that it is pr ecisely conformism that has sa ved us and brought us this f ar. 
This is where the feeble minimalism that char acterizes conformism emerges: they say 
“saved us” where mere survival is seen as an achievement, as enough reason for 
pride , while everywhere else societies continue t o make progress and grow stronger. 
Even those we thought had not “ survived.”

So even if we never see the fruits of our l abor, we will not be dishe artened if we know
that we ar e on the right p ath, buil ding a steady foundation which will not be e asily 
ravaged by idiots (in the Ancient Gr eek sense of the word) and populists…

Now that lit eracy is no longer a formal issue, Georgian society faces a new chall enge:
getting rid of pr ejudices and preconceptions; nurturing critical thinking and pr acticing 
dail y common sense; understanding what we r ead, see or experience; promoting the 

pragmatism; civic memory and virtue …

As a result , we have an electorate that is r ather easily manipul ated and a fertil e soil 
for hostil e propaganda. Most of the youth is a lienat ed from the political cl ass and 
does not/ cannot p articip ate in creating a social and political agenda even when it is 
directly tied with their own futur e. It is clear that p arty politics alone , and especiall y 
the existing politic al organizations, are not abl e to bring about fundamenta l changes.

Progress is sustainable only when the members of a society are the ones “calling the
shots,” not the leader , when the processes take place “bott om-up ” rather than 
“top-down.” We like to complain that “no one c ares about an ordinary man.” Well , the 
fact is that no one will ever c are for an ordinary man. We should all tak e matters into 

Message from the Chairman of the board
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our own hands and l ook aft er our own liv es and communities t o be able to set    
broader, more ambitious go als for the futur e.

“We are a wealthy nation,” my Dutch friend onc e said, and I caught myself f eeling 
quit e jealous. Jealous not so much about the wealth he r eferred to, but rather the 

given fact for Dutch mentalit y.

And what is a given fact for our mind-set ? The fact that 40 years ago(!) we won the

UEFA Cup Winners’ Cup? At a time when the Emirates were essentiall y still a desert , 
China did not matt er economicall y and Turkey was poorer than Georgia? What have 
we achieved since then? 

Every great journe y begins with a singl e step. The Chavchavadze Center wishes to
address not onl �æ���š�ë�©���–�©���Š�ö�©�3�Š�ö�©�Œ��left as part of our “So viet l egacy,” or the is sues that 
we have accumulated over the past 30 years as we “go round and r ound in cir cles,” but 
��rst and foremost the vic es that have accompanied our l ong history and which have 
�–�©���3�©�–���š�ë�©��centuries -ol d misery of our peopl e. Our ambitious vision is that we be a 
modest reincarnation of the Societ y for the Spread of Lit eracy�…���š�ë�©����rst and the l argest 
Georgian NGO, which was founded over 140 years ago. The Center’s aim is to             
encourage a fundamental change in Georgian society through civic education, the 
spread of critical thinking and an incr eased awareness about citiz enship. The Center 
supports and pr omotes democracy, civic engagement and making political pr ocesses 
more rationa l. The Center’s long-term vision is t o help establish a standar d of basic 
common sense in our mostl y irrationa l and emotiona ll y explosive society and support 
the creation of a mainstr eam civil and politic al agenda based on such a standard.

…in 1776, Thomas Paine, an Englishman who had r ecentl y immigrated to America,
�q�¯�€���ö�Œ�ë�©�–���D�3�©���D�Ò���š�ë�©���-�D�Œ�š���ö�3���¯�©�3�š�öal politic al pamphlets of the 18th century, entitl ed 
Common Sense, which ended up pla�æ�ö�3�×���Z���Œ�ö�×�3�ö��cant role in the Unit ed States as it 
gained its independenc e. The second US president , John Adams, is believed to have 
said “Without the pen of P aine, the sword of Washington would have been wielded in 
vain.”

“Common sense” doesn’t tr anslate quit e directly into Georgian. In broader terms, this
concept can be translated as “reason,” as a basic thinking skill , part of an inher ent 

survival instinct . Few seem to know that in 1832, Georgians who were plotting a         

rebellion against Russia wrote a charter entitl ed “Act of Reason,” which may also be 

translated as “common sense.” It seems lik e a logical titl e in a country wher e           

imprudent , unintentiona ll y malevolent or self -destructiv e behavior is no surprise t o 

anyone.

Message from the Chairman of the board
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The Chavchavadze Center was founded in 2018. We hel�–���D�¯�|����rst presentation at the
end of that y ear and began our activities in Ma y 2019, which means we have only 
really been operating f or about a y ear and a half. The Center bears the name of the 
symbol of Georgian enlight enment , Ilia Chavchavadze. Our logo represents a sketch 
made unconsciously while thinking; in it y ellow represents the color of sun, of r eason, 
of light . The Chavchavadze Center belongs to anyone and everyone who believes in 
Georgia.

Of all the things we ha ve done so far, our most rewarding achievement has been

engaging in hundreds of Socratic discussions with as many youth. These discussions 
awakened in them a concern about such is sues and ideas, which may have otherwise 
remained dormant . The discussions broadened their horiz ons and boost ed their trust 
in their own abilities.

This is the Chavchavadze Center’s biennial report f or 2019-2020, which is but a modest

ideas for the p ast year and a half.

Sincerely,

Zaza Bibilashvili
Chairman of the Bo ard

Message from the Chairman of the board
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Director’s Address

Two years ago, when the Chavchavadze Cent�©�|���Ý�Z�Œ���š�Z���ö�3�×���ö�š�Œ����rst steps, we could 
hardly have imagined wrapping up 2020—a year full of gl obal chall enges and local 
pitf alls—with such gratifying r esults: meeting hundr eds of passionate youths;           
engaging with scores of high school students burning with new ide as and even more 
university students who ar e evolving int o opinion l eaders and trend-sett ers in their 
own regions or academic environments; working with peopl e of all ages and              
occupations, who enthusiasticall y partake in the Center’s activities; creating an 
ever-expanding team of bright , like-minded individua ls; conducting r esearch studies
on crucial topics that ar e largely ignored; publishing popul ar articl es and publications 
on topical is sues… And this is but a fraction of a ll the achievements that the   
Chavchavadze Center has made during this trul y exceptiona l and chall enging year.

One of the main r easons behind our t eam’s initia l, modest success story was our faith 
in the principl e that ther e is no such thing as democracy with “permitt ed” fr eedoms, 
rules and opportunities dictat ed or bestowed from above, life with r eadil y available 
instructions and r ecipes. We believe that democr acy is a lever in the hands of activ e 
citizens, a lever which ensures meaningful engagement in the governanc e of their own 

Therefore, as our primary aim, we have created a center for int ellectual and civic 
growth. The Center is open for those who wish t o be co-creators of societal processes 
rather than p assive hostages of decisions made by groups motiv ated by self-int erest 
or stereotypes established b y the “elit es.”

On the second anniversary of our f ounding , we present this r eport of our l abors to 
date to all those who shar e and support our v alues and stand beside the               
Chavchavadze Center. We look forward to receiving your valuabl e feedback (including 
criticisms, suggestions and new ide as) and cooperating in the futur e for the             
bett erment of our societ y.

Nino Kalandadze
Director�…�ò�š�ë�©��C�ëav�Š�ëavadze Center

Sincerely,
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About the Center

Our Vision

The Chavchavadze Cent�©�|���ö�Œ���š�ë�©����rst civil societ y organization in Georgia       
modeled after European politic al f �D�¯�3�–�Z�š�ö�D�3�Œ�„���ò

The Center is an independent and nonp artisan institution with an ambitious, 
long-term vision of tr ansforming Georgia through enlight enment , the spread of 
critic al thinking and the c ultiv ation of a sense of individua l responsibilit y in 
order to create a stable foundation f or the country’ s consistent and irr eversible 
progres�Œ�„�ò

The Center aims to increase civil awareness and civic involvement, encourage 
rationa l political pr ocesses, comb�Z�š���š�ë�©���ö�3���¯�©�3ce of anti-Western propaganda 
and, ultimat ely, cultiv ate the set of skills nec essary for pragmatic civil decision- 
making.

While the Center works with various groups in Georgian society, its primary f ocus 
is on the youth and those Georgians who are currentl y less exposed to the West.
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Mission and Goals

About the Center

The Chavchavadze Center’s mission is to contribut e to raising public awar eness on 
politic al, securit y, economic , social and educationa l tr ends as well as potentia l 
chall enges taking place on the l ocal, regional and int ernationa l l evels; promoting 
Euro-Atlantic principl es and values; and supporting political methods b ased on 
those values. The Center aims to achieve its goals by empowering activ e citizens, 

promoting ide as of individua l responsibilit y and critical thinking , and detecting 
and acting against anti-W estern propaganda and Russian disinf ormation.

The Center aims to foster a well -inf ormed, rationa l class of citizens who are 
equipped with the knowl edge and skills necessary t�D���ö�3���¯�©�3ce public opinion and 
�q�D���ö�Š�æ�-�Z���ö�3�×�„�ò���ö�¯�Š�ë���Z���Œ�D�Š�ö�©ty is less likely to become a victim of populist            
manipul ation and hostil e prop�Z�×�Z�3�–�Z�„�ò���ë�©��Center is committ ed to engaging       

engagement and co-oper ation, which is l acking in the current limit ed political 
system and media environment . These actions aim to produce a new stratum of 
educated, responsibl e youth, which will bring new qua lities t o the tabl e in the 
process of forming the futur e Georgian democracy. Our aim is to form a democratic 
society based on liber al values, the cornerstone of which is str ong citizenry who 
are able to contr ol the l evers of the political entities.

�ö�q�©�Š�öal att ention is p aid to engaging the young peopl e who feel left out of politic al 
and civil pr ocesses due to their b ackground, where they live or other objectiv e 
circumstances, and those who are deprived of social and career opportunities. The 
focus on young peopl e is also motiv ated by the under standing that the y gain 
unique pot entia l to become the driving f orce for the establishment of sustainabl e 
democratic processes and institutions.
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Background
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At dawn of the 21st century, by the standar ds of civiliz ed societies, Georgia was a 
failed state with some of the highest r ates of crime and corruption in the worl d. 
Extreme poverty, absenceof institutions and an inabilit y to make political changes 
created a sense of dread and hopel essness. Foll owing the Rose Revolution, Georgian 
society went thr ough a radical tr ansformation, l eading to the establishment of a 
functiona l stat e and sustainabl e democratic institutions b ased on Euro-Atlantic 
values.

Though Georgia’s post-Rose Revolution tr ansformation has been described as      
“phenomena l,” the r esults proved to be fragile and incredibl y chall enging to sustain. 
The reason may be simple: while the reforms were mainly designed and impl emented 
with a t op-down appr oach, maintaining and adv ancing democratic institutiona l 
accomplishments r equire the active particip ation of societ y�„���ò���ë�©��long-term stabilit y of 
the system depends on empowered, active citizens and a bott om-up appr oach to 
political pr ocesses.



Background

The presentation t o launch the Center was held on November 19, 2018.

Georgia’s current political cha ll enges attest to short comings in 

�Z�3�–���Œ���ö�����Œ�„�����ë�©�Œ�©���–�©���Š�ö�©�3�Š�ö�©�Œ���-�Zke Georgian society vulnerable to 
fake news and Russian prop�Z�×�Z�3�–�Z�„���ò���ë�©��lack of public awar eness 
about various policy is sues and policy processes, as well as the 
absence of the skills nec essary t�D������ter and objectiv ely assess 
information, ar e creating f ertil e ground for populism and 
manipul ation and ha ve become a determinant f actor in the politic al 
process in Geor�×�ö�Z�„���ò���ë�¯�Œ�…��to maintain and adv ance Georgia’s 
post-Rose  Revolution achievements, it is nec essary to strengthen 
grassroots civic engagement , stress the importanc e of democratic 
institutions and enhanc e public demand f or democratic practices. 
These actions will contribut e to a bott om-up , rather than t op-down, 
development pr ocesses.

The founders and the researchers of the Chavchavadze Center have 
accumulated decades’ worth of e xperience across a variet �æ���D�Ò�����©lds 
and specialties. The Center is proud of its wide network of 
committ ed professionals with shar ed values and principl es, all 
mobiliz ed to contribut e to the pr ocess of promoting e vidence-based 
policy disc ussions, rationa l decision-making and critical thinking 
among the Georgian popul �Z�š�ö�D�3�„�ò��
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Participants

Experts35

Competitions and Masterclasses 12

Online trainings and Discussions15

Webinars 3

Movie Screenings and Discussions20

Vlogs10

collaboration Agreements 4

Studies and Publications3 

In 9 regions 
More than 1000  
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Our Projects

A round table discussion dedicated to the 140th 
anniversary of the founding of the Society for
the Spread of Literacy among Georgians

On May 15, 2019 the Chavchavadze Center for European Studies and Civic 
Education host ed a round tabl e discussion dedicated t�D���š�ë�©��
Ü
î
Ð�š�ë�ò�Z�3�3�översary 
of the f ounding of the Societ y for the Spread of Lit eracy among Georgians. 
The event, which was held at the Tbilisi Marriott Hot el, was organized with the 
support of the K onrad Adenauer Foundation South Caucasus.

Particip ants spoke about the importanc e of the establishment of the Societ y 
for the Spread of Lit eracy, its hist orical context, values and founding                   
principl �©�Œ���Z�Œ���Ý�©�������Z�Œ���š�ë�©�ö�|���ö�3���¯�©�3ce on the f ormation of the modern Geor gian 
state. Speakers underscored that the cha ll enges Georgia faced 140 years ago 
have transformed but ha ve remained l argely relevant t o this day. Discussion 
centered on the r ole of education and critical thinking , especiall y in the    
context of the thr eats posed by the propaganda and disinf ormation c ampaign 
targeting the f abric of Georgian society.

Chavchavadze Center founders Zaza Bibilashvili and Nino Kalandadze made 
opening remarks at the event , foll owed by speeches by Ghia Nodia, Giorgi 
Mshvenieradze, David Paitchadze, Mariam Gersamia, Simon Janashia and Gia 
Japaridze. Members of the media and civil societ y as well as notabl e            
academics and leading specia lists p articip ated in a liv ely discussion             
moderated by Zaza Bibilashvili and David Aprasidze.

The discussion resulted in an initiativ e to continue t o the tr adition of marking 
the anniv ersary, and cover more topics at futur e events.

12



Project “Common Sense: Civil Society Vis-à-Vis Politics” (the first phase)

The Project “Common Sense: Civil Society Vis-à-Vis Politics ” was launched nationwide in 
July 2019.

Co-Founder of the Chavchavadze Center Zaza 
Bibil ashvili:

“This is quite a big-scale project, which involves 
improving civic engagement and which, f or the most 
part , is aimed at the younger generations who liv e in 
the provincial r egions. These youths have high-l evel 
civic consciousness, as well as a sense of civic   
responsibilit y but no appr opriat e space where they can 
develop. They need a platform for that . The project’s 
key aim is to discover active youths who need support
and provide them with opportunities t o join various 
civic projects.”

“Each one of us is capable of pla�Ø�ð�+�Ò���Y���€�ð�Ò�+�ð��cant 
role in changing our imme diat e environment, and 
that is oft en connected with civic will and r aising 
common sense standards. Being a citizen is a great 
challenge and responsibilit y. The aim of this     
meeting is t o strengthen civic awareness, highlight 

c�;�+���’�¥�+ce within the youth.”

Director of the Chavchavadze Center Nino Kalandadze:
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�•�ò�òE�Š�D�3�D�-�ö�Š��P�D���ö�Š�æ���¯���s�D�Ý��t�D��E�3�Š�D�¯r�Z�×�©��R�Z�q�ö�–���Z�3�–���ö�D�Š�öa����y Awar�©��E�Š�D�3�D�-�ö�Š��
�hr�D�Ý�š�ë
�•�ò�ò�¤�©�–�ö�Z��Psy�Š�ë�D���D�×y�…���|�3�Ò�D�|�-�Z�š�ö�D�3���˜�öt�©r�Z�Š�æ���Z�3�–���/�ö�Ù�ö�Š��E�–�¯�Š�Z�š�ö�D�3
�•�ò�òC�¯���š�¯r�©���Z�3�–���|�–�©�3�š�öty
�•�ò�òC�D�-�-�¯�3�ö�Š�Z�š�ö�D�3���Ý�ö�š�ë���9�D�3�Drs
�•�ò�òP�¯�€���ö�Š���ö�q�©�Z���ö�3�×���Z�3�–�����ë�©�����|�š���D�Ò���9�©�€at�©

E�Z�Š�ë���-�©�©�š�ö�3�×���ö�3�Š���¯�–�©�–���Z�3���ö�3�šr�D�–�¯�Št�D�|�æ���Œ�©�×�-�©�3�š���Z�€�D�¯�š���š�ë�©���Z�ö�-�Œ���D�Ò���š�ë�©��C�©�3t�©�|��
�Z�3�–���š�ë�©���qr�D�
�©�Št, ���©�Š�š�¯r�©�Œ�…���-�Z�Œt�©r�Š��as�Œ�©�Œ���Z�3�–���qr�Z�Š�š�ö�Š�Z�����Ý�D�|k�Œ�ë�D�q�Œ�„�����Òt�©�|���š�ë�©��
�Œ�©s�Œ�ö�D�3���D�3���q�¯�€���ö�Š���Œ�q�©�Z���ö�3g�…���š�ë�©���q�Z�|�š�ö�Š�ö�q�Z�3�š�Œ���Ý�©r�©���ö�3vit �©�–��t�D���
�D�ö�3���-�D�Š�����–�©�€at�©�Œ�…��
�Ý�ë�©r�©���š�ë�©�æ���Ý�©r�©���Z�€���©��t�D���–�ö�Œ�Šus�Œ���š�ë�©��t�D�q�ö�Š���-�D�Œ�š��r�©���©v�Z�3�š��t�D���š�ë�©�ö�|��r�©�×�ö�D�3a������������
�Š�ëa�����©�3�×�©�Œ�„

P�Z�|�š�ö�Š�ö�q�Z�3�š�Œ���Ý�©r�©���Š�ë�D�Œ�©�3���Òr�D�-��r�©�×�ö�D�3�Œ���Z�3�–��t�D�Ý�3�Œ���3�Z�š�ö�D�3�Ý�ö�–�©��t�D���Z�št�©�3�–�����©�Š�š�¯r�©�Œ��
�Z�3�–���-�Z�Œt�©r�Š��as�Œ�©�Œ�—�Ý�D�|k�Œ�ë�D�q�Œ���D�3���Z��v�Z�|�ö�©t�æ���D�Ò��t�D�q�ö�Š�Œ�…���ö�3�Š���¯�–�ö�3�×�†

Project “Common Sense: Civil Society Vis-à-Vis Politics” (the first phase)
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• Shida Kartli, Gori – July 2019
• Samtskhe-Javakheti, Akhaltsikhe – July 2019
• Ajara, Batumi – August 2019
• Kakheti, Telavi – September 2019
• Imereti, Kutaisi – October 2019
• Samegrelo, Zugdidi – November 2019
• Tbilisi – December 2019
• Kvemo Kartli, Rustavi – December 2019
• Kakheti, Kachreti – December 2019

The “Common Sense” project was held nation-wide (excluding the oc cupied 
territ ories):

“Common Sense” in Georgian Regions

The project l aunched on July 27 in Gori 
and the concluding session was held in 
Kachreti on December 21. There were 10 
meetings in t otal, with mor e than 200 
particip ants from across the country .
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Center Director Nino Kalandadze led the session “Georgia’s 
Foreign Policy: The Pro-Western Orientation, Current Risks and 
Chall enges on the Euro-Atlantic Path.”

Center Co-Founder Sandro Bibil ashvili l ed the 
session: “The Freedom of Expression and Modern 
Judicial Practice in Georgia.”

Center Co-Founder Zaza Bibilashvili l ed the 
sessions “Common Sense and Citizenship
Vis-à-Vis Politics ”; “Things to Know about Rusian 
Propaganda.”

University of Georgia Professor Gaioz Japaridze led the 
session: “Georgia’s Contemporary Foreign Policy, Eastern 
Partner ships and Euro-Atlantic Int egrations Prospects”

“Common Sense” in Georgian Regions

As part of the pr oject , the Center’s team of representativ es and highly qua���ö���©�–��experts 
held sessions on a variet y of topics, including:
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Professor Mariam Gersamia led the session: “Media 
Psychology: Media Interactions and the Art of Deb ate”

Art critic David Bukhrikidz e led the session: “The 
Role of Cultur e and Education in Georgia’s 
European Choice”

Georgia’s Democratic Initiativ e Founder Giorgi      
Mshvenieradze led the session: “From Honor t o 
Rights: Why Do We Need Freedom?”

Economist Gia Jandieri’s led the session: “How can 
Georgia Become More Economicall y Competitiv e?”
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Georgia’s Institut e of Politics Founder Professor 
Korneli Kakachia led the session: “Georgia’s 
Foreign Policy: the Pro-Western Orientation, 
Current Risks and Chall enges on the Euro- 
Atlantic Path”

Head of the Int ernationa l Republic an Institut e 

“The Development of Parties and the Civic           
Engagement in Georgia”

Ilia State University Professor Ghia Nodia led 
the session: “Why the West?”

Zaldastanish�Ù�ö���ö�ò���-�©�|�öc�Z�3�ò��cademy Simon
Janashia led the session on: “What is              
Educationa l Policy Lacking in Georgia?”
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Journalist and Newt on Free School teacher David 
Paitchadze led the session: “What is the Message of 
Russian Propaganda?”

Center’s Fellow Lika Sanikidze led the session: 
“The project funding and Communication with 
Donors.”

At every session, particip ants discussed 
regional problems and presented possible 
solutions. Each of Zaza Bibilashvili’ s sessions 
dedicat�©�–���Z���Œ�ö�×�3�ö��cant amount of time t o 
discussing issues such as the improvement of 
civic engagement in policy decision-making , 
the role of decentralization, the risk s of hybrid 
war and the civic memory . “Our aim should be 
not onl y the detection of the Russian propa-
ganda, but also its activ e confrontation using 
factual and ideol ogical communication and 
strategic vision,” he said in comments about 
the rising importanc e of civic engagement and 
the volatil e chall enges of Russia’s hybrid war.
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Nuca Gurgenidze, a project particip ant, said: 

“One of the things that makes the              
ChavchavadzeCenter reall y stand out is the f act 
that the y realize projects like this in v arious 
provinces of Georgia. We, regional youth, rarely 
get the chance to att end these kinds of events. 
With the Center’s help, I gained experience and 
became more c�;�+���’�¥�+t. Even more import antl y, 
I met a lot of sensibl e people who taught me 
new things. To me, this project and the  
Chavchavadze Center as a whole represent a 
necessary, pleasant environment t o experience 
personal and civil pr ogress and to become the 
best version of yourself.”

Another particip ant, Tsitsino Shengelia, a                 
representativ e of the “Civic Engagement and Equalit y
Center,” not ed: 

“I think that women ’s engagement in the deci-
sion-making pr ocess and women’s participation in civic 
lif e is absolutely vital. Often it is women’s voices that 
remain unheard, which should certainl y change. I hope 
that women themsel ves will show more interest in the 
subject. Samegrelo, for example, stands out as a region 
with str ong female politic al involvement, which is 
possibl�Ø���ð�+���¢�¥�+ced by its historical legacy.”

Anna Sichinava, a project particip ant, said:
 
“Each citizen should face politics with f ortitude. ”
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Natia Mikhelidz e, a project particip ant, said: 

“Civic education is something that giv es me more
faith in myself . The Chavchavadze Center’s project 
“Common Sense” has convinced me that a citiz en can 
sometimes do more individuall y than an entir e 
crowd of people. During the training period, with the 
help of mock debat es, discussions with experts and 
other activities, I had an opportunit y to put the 
theory I learned to practice. This project has shown 
me a way to be an active, responsible citizen.”

Center Director Nino Kalandadze: 

“We ar�¥�����Ò�å�•�ð�+�Ò��for the empowerment of each 
citizen so that every person has both the desire 
and opportunit y to have an impact on societ y 
and the politic al order.”
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“The Future is Yours” – The Concluding Meeting in Kachreti
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“Citizen’s Role in Building a Democratic State�¾�ò�¯��
at the event under this titl e, the Ilia
Chavchavadze Center summed up the Civic 
Engagement Project , which was ongoing 
throughout the y ear in the r egions of Georgia. 
Meetings and masterclasses were held in Tbilisi, 
Akhaltsikhe , Kutaisi, Zugdidi, Batumi, Rustavi, 
Gori and other cities within the fr amework of 
the pr �D�
�©�Š�š�ò�½C�D�-�-�D�3���ö�©�3�Œ�©���¯���/�ö�Ù�ö�����ö�D�Š�ö�©ty 
Facing the Politics ”.

The event was attended by the experts who particip ated in the Center’s Civic Engagement
Project , including David Paitchadze, Ghia Nodia, Giorgi Mshvenieradze, Gia Jandieri,       
Korneli Kakachia, Gia Japaridze, and Buba Kudava.

72997C

“The Future is Yours” – The Concluding Meeting in Kachreti
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The closing event, “Citizens’ Role in the Buil ding of the Democr atic State,” was opened by 
co-founder Zaza Bibilashvili. The Center’s nation-wide civic engagement pr oject was 
support ed bythe South Caucasus Bureau of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.

Zaza Bibilashvili said: “ The Ilia Chavchavadze Center was founded in 2018. To sum up our 
aim in one stat ement, we want to really establish the ide a of being ‘citizens.’ An idea that 
rather than being just the ‘popul ace,’ as we have grown accustomed to being referred to 
since the Soviet times, we are citizens of a democratic republic . To acknowledge that we 
are individua ls, who are aware not onl y of our per sonal role and responsibilit y but also 
the importanc e of civic well -being.

If the main is sue at stake f�D�|���š�ë�©����rst non-governmenta l organization f ounded in the 19 th
century Georgia by Ilia Chavchavadze was to spread lit eracy amongst the popul ation, our 
main issue today is to boost civic lit eracy, rationa lism and critical thinking.

It is not a c oincidence that we entitl ed our pr oject ‘Common Sense and Citizenship 
Vis-à-Vis Politics.’ Nowadays, it is not unc ommon t o encounter a view of dissatisfaction 
with the r eal state of things; that ther e simply is not enough suppl y to satisfy the 
demands on the political mark et. Our chall enge, as citizens, is to change that .

The Chinese have a curious curse, ‘May you liv e in int eresting times!’ Many might
wonder—what is so bad about living in an int eresting time ? Perhaps, it is because while 
living in an int eresting time , one might become so taken with pl easure and hedonism that 
they detach themsel ves from problems around them. That is when most of the gl obal 
cataclysms and geopolitical shifts tak e place, when great panic and chaos ensues. People 
have t�D�����×�ë�š��for something which shoul d be their natur al stat e of being , whether a      
�–�ö�×�3�ö���©�–�����öfe, or personal and nationa l fr eedom.

Freedom ends the moment citiz ens choose to place their f ate in somebody else’s hands 
and wash their own hands of their own r esponsibilit y—in the best-case scenario , until the 
next elections. So, my wish would be that y ou do not liv e a passive and comfortabl e lif e 
but r ather a lif �©������led with civic consciousness and victories. The future is ours!”
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During the concluding event , the Center’s Director Nino Kalandadze addressed the project
particip ants and guests:

“I woul d lik e to welcome you all and start m y comments with this quot e by Irish 

where you belong.’ It sets the t one f�D�|���š�ë�©�����3al evening of our pr oject which r evolves 
around the t opic of citiz en’s role in democracy, democratic institutions and their 
consolidation pr ocess.

We have just c�D�3�Š���¯�–�©�–���š�ë�©����rst phase of the ‘Common Sense and Citizenship Vis-à-Vis
Politics ’ project . We are proud to say that this pr oject is unique both in its f ormat and 
content and has encompassed six regions in Georgia as well as the capita l. With this 
project , our newly-formed friendship with hundr eds of lik e-minded individua ls and our 
unit ed struggle for a bett er futur e has only just begun.

When we were discussing the idea behind the pr oject , we did not know who these 
like-minded individua ls would be, but thr ee things were clear:

1. This project woul d re��ect the Chavchavadze Center’s vision and passion and woul d not
be simply a ‘project f or project ’s sake.’
2. Its main hero and protagonist woul d be an average citizen and not a small , elitist 
group.
3. It would be aimed at and bel ong to everyone, regardless of their status as a citiz en or
their political leanings.
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With time , it becomes more and more obvious—there is a clearly established p attern— 
that the e xisting civic and political instruments do not adequat ely address the needs and 
chall enges of contemporary society. It is clear that ther e is a need to widen the r each of 
civic engagement. This is exactly what led us to launching a discussion and calling the 
project “Common Sense and Citizenship Vis-à-Vis Politics.”

And who bett er to spread civic awareness and education with than these e xceptiona l
individua ls, who perfectly understand the cha ll enges of today’s age and are willing t o 
serve, populism aside , the great aim that is civic educ ation. We have our experts t o thank 
for that . 

No one understands the r ole of politic al education and the importanc e of civic           
particip ation bett er than the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, with whose support we wer e 
able to realize our project and t o whom we are very thankful !

In particular, we would lik e to thank the Head of South Caucasus Bureau of the            
Konrad-Adenauer Foundation, Dr. Thomas Schrapel, who, and we mean it without an y 
��attery, understood precisely what our pr oject was trying t o achieve and its importanc e 
and support ed us in our commitment . We would lik e to thank his wonderful t eam for their 
tir eless dedication and genuine solidarit y.

We also owe particularly warm thanks to all of y ou, the particip ants who met us every
weekend, at 10 a.m. in the auditorium. This continues t o empower, encourage and        
convince us that the futur e really is ours! Once again, thank you everyone!“

#TheFutureIsYours
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The speaker of the event was Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Germany to

Georgia Hubert Knirsch.

The event also featured a speech made by one of 
the Center’s key partners, the Head of South 
Caucasus Bureau of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation, Dr. Thomas Schrapel.
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The Chavchavadze Center quickl y adapted to the new chall enges of the COVID-19 global
pandemic and, based on safety recommendations, tr ansitioned t o working online in 
March 2020. The Center successfull y tested various online pl atforms, which ensured that 

Zoom, Jitsi, Mentimeter, Sli.do and Padlet, all of which a ll ow particip ants to hold discus-
sions online r egardless of their l ocation.

In March, the project ’s particip ants took part in the int ensive online- training “ The Use of 
New Technologies in Critical Situations. ” During the online tr aining , they learned how t o 
use thepl atforms, which helped them c ontinue their studies.

“This virus, f�D�|���š�ë�©����rst time in our lif etime, demonstrated in an utt erly natural and     
tangibl e way that a ll of us —all of humankind— are in the same boat. It showed us that we 
are, from a cosmic perspective, a littl e provincial pl anet, in the same way we regard the 
outskirts of sma ll vill ages. It showed us that all of us t oday, all 8 billion of us, ar e part of 
one ‘cluster,’” said Zaza Bibilashvili.

Facing the Pandemic: New Challenges
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The second phase of “Common Sense and Citizenship Vis-à-Vis Politics ” project has 
ended, including the work of the A GORA Discussion Club.

The AGORA Club was an inno vative project of the Chavchavadze Center. It took pl ace in a
virtua l space with the aim t o create an environment f or liv ely, intellectual discussion to
generate ideas, as well as test and analyze them. The AGORA Club sought t o empower 
active citizens, opinion leader s and civic activists. The meetings were held on a variet y of 
topics and included l ectures, trainings and practical work shops. The particip ants gain 
practical knowl edge and skills, which will help them in their e veryday lives and in their 
careers, be it the priv ate sector, the public sect or or politics.

The online pl atform meant that Club particip ants, the founders of the Chavchavadze 
Center and guest speakers could join the disc ussions from anywhere.

AGORA – Discussion Club

project “Common Sense and Citizenship Vis-à-Vis Politics” (The second phase)
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The AGORA Club meetings ha ve brought t ogether particip ants from across the country .
Students studying abr oad also sometimes joined the disc ussions.

Topics discussed on the pl atform included:

���ë�©���ö�3���¯�©�3ce of COVID-19 on global and regional economy                    
The use of new technologies in critic al situations
The chall enges faced by regions and the hybrid war
Politic al and economic ideol ogies
Elections and intr a-party democracy
Reaction to crises and int eractions with media
Propert y and economic independenc e as rightful citiz en’s fundamenta l components

AGORA – Discussion Club
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The online session “Intr a-Party Democracy and the 2020 Elections” led to an extensive 
discussion and generated many ideas.

The club’�Œ����rst session was held in March 2020. 
The thematic sessions were preceded by the
training “ The Use of New Technologies in      
Critical Situations. ” Chavchavadze Center 
Co-Founder Zaza Bibilashvili, a researcher on 
Russian propaganda and counterpropaganda, 
led the sessions “How does the Russian        
propaganda work and what aims does it serv e?”; 
“How to detect Russian propaganda?”; and 
“How to counter it in or der to win the 21st 
century h ybrid war?”

The session “The chall enges of the intr a-party 
democracy and election systems” was led by 
the center’s senior researcher, Gia Japaridze, 
who is a professor at the Univ ersity of Georgia.

During one online meetings, the edit or-in-chief 
of Forbes Georgia, Giorgi Isakadze, spoke about
global and r egional economic chall enges during 
and foll owing the p andemic. 

30   

AGORA – Discussion Club



Other online sessions included:

     “Domestic policy and the occupied t errit ories” (Speakers: Zaza Bibilashvili, a co-founder
     of the Center, and Nikoloz Vashakidze, a diplomat and a political scientist)
     “Contemporary Turkey and Georgia” (Speakers: Gia Japaridze, a professor and senior
     researcher at the Center, and Tornik e Sharashenidze, a professor at GIPA)

On August 7, 12 years after the l ast Russo-      
Georgian c�D�3���ö�Št, representativ es of the
Chavchavadze Center met with y oung peopl e in 
Gori as part of the pr oject “ AGORA – Discussion
Club.”

They hosted the l ecture “…till De-oc cupation.” 
given by guest-speaker Arina Tavakarashvili, an 
assistant -professor at Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani 
University.
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As part of the “ AGORA Club” project , a webinar on “Intr a-Party Democracy and the 2020
Elections” was held on July 30. Representativ es of the Chavchavadze Center were joined 
by the Executive Director of the Eastern European Centre for Multip arty Democr�Z�Š�æ�ò
(EECMD), Levan Tsutskiridze. The webinar covered several topics, including:

      Why is the development of the intr a-party democracy vital t o the functioning of a
      democratic political s ystem?
      What are the qua���ö�š�ö�©�Œ���š�ë�Z�š���–�©���3�©���ö�3�šra-party democracy in Georgia vs abroad?
      What are the conditions hindering intr a-party democracy development in Georgia?
      What can every citizen do t �D���ö�3���¯�©�3ce political r ealit y and to make their voices clearly
      heard?

Students, representativ es of various ac�Z�–�©�-�ö�Š�����©lds, parties and non-governmenta l
organizations t ook part in an activ e discussion.

AGORA – Webinars
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Another webinar and disc ussion, “Karabakh’s C�D�3���ö�Š�š���Z�3�–���š�ë�©���h�©�D�q�D���ö�š�öca����Changes 
in the Caucasian Region,” was he��d on November 17. It was attended b�æ��
â
â
ú���q�©�D�q��e, a 
record high for the Center’�Œ���Ý�©�€�ö�3�Z�|���Œ�©�|�ö�©�Œ�„�����ë�©���-�Z�ö�3���Œ�qeaker was Beka Kobakhidze, 
the c�D�«�Œ�¯�q�©�|�Ù�ö�Œ�D�|���D�Ò���|���ö�Z���ö�š�Zte University’s master’�Œ���qrogr�Z�-���ö�3���-�D�–�©�|�3���h�©�Drgian 
history. The webinar was moderated by Chavchavadze Center senior r esearcher�…���h�ö�Z��
Ja�qaridze, and c�D�3�Š���¯�–�©�–��by the Center’s co-founder, Zaza Bibi��ash�Ù�ö���ö�„

The ��ast 2020 webinar was “The Assessment of the 2020 P�Z�|���ö�Z�-�©�3�š�Z�|�æ��E��ections” 
and was attended by more than 100 �qartici�qants. The webinar was moderated by 
Chavchavadze Center Director Nino K�Z��andadze. Center co-founder Zaza Bibi��ash�Ù�ö���ö��
�Œ�q�Dke about the e �å�q�©�Š�š�Z�š�ö�D�3�Œ���Šreat�©�–���–�¯�|�ö�3�×���š�ë�©���qre-e���©�Š�š�ö�D�3���q�©�|�ö�D�–���Z�3�–���Zssessed 
�š�ë�©���q�D�Œt-e���©�Š�š�ö�D�3���Œ�ö�š�¯�Z�š�ö�D�3�„���h�ö�Z���•�Z�qaridze, the Center’s senior f �©����ow�…���Œ�q�Dke about 
the necessary changes to the cam�qaign funding system and the int ernationa ����con-
text. The ro���©���D�Ò���-�©�–�ö�Z���ö�3���š�ë�©���qre-e���©�Š�š�ö�D�3���q�©�|�ö�D�–���Ý�Z�Œ��eva���¯�Zted b�æ�����€�ö���ö�Œ�ö���ö�š�Zte 
University Profes�Œ�D�|���¤�Z�|�ö�Z�-���h�©rsamia.

AGORA – Webinars
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More than 500 peopl e joined the AGORA Club online disc ussions in 2020. The 
Chavchavadze Center plans to continue hosting online disc ussions in 2021.

The project “Common Sense and Citizenship Vis-à-Vis 
Politics ” was made possible with support fr om the 
Konrad-Adenauer South Caucasus Foundation.

Center co-founder and l awyer Sandro
Bibil ashvili spok e about the err ors in the pr e-
election r ecords. The founder of the “Gnomon
Wise,” Ani Khurtsidze discussed the judicia l 
environment .
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The Chavchavadze Center announced an essay competition “Happ y Nation – Quo 
Vadis?” in the spring of 20 20. The aim of the competition was t o assess and provide 
a critical ana lysis of the pr ogress made by Georgia starting with its independenc e in 
1991 and up to this day; to identify the key cha ll enges for contemporary Georgian 
society from a historical and geopolitical per spectiv�©�‡���Z�3�–�…�����3all y, to provide       
concrete views and solutions f or Georgian society. It was expected that p articip ants 
would identify hist orical p arall els; assess foreign countries ’ interests and the role of 
their l ocal allies; and det ect recurring cha ll enges and pro�Ù�ö�–�©���Œ�q�©�Š�ö���Š��������������������������������������
recommendations, which c ould become part of a public disc ussion and, eventuall y, 
be a basis for politic al formation in the futur e.

Essay Writing Competition “Happy Nation – Quo Vadis?“
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The particip ants had an opportunit y to re��ect on these t �D�q�ö�Š�Œ�…���ë�ö�×�ë���ö�×�ë�š���Œ�q�©�Š�ö���Š��

only its author ’s critical thinking and ar gumentation skills, but a lso their pr oblem- 
solving skills and vision of the futur e developments within the t opic.

• Foreign relations and securit y
• Economic policies
• Justice system
• Media
• Cultur e, health and socia l policy
• Education, cultur e and sports policy
• Western values and Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic choic e

Essays covered a variet y of topics, including:

Essay Writing Competition “Happy Nation – Quo Vadis?“
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The Chavchavadze Centre selected three winners for its essay competition “Happ y 
Nation – Quo Vadis?” (Tamar Akubardia, Ana Arutunian and Eka Lomia) in May and 
awarded them with c �©�|�š�ö��cates and symbolic gifts. The winner s’ essays were pub-
lished on the Center’s website. Foll owing the competition, the C enter start ed receiv-
ing and publishing well -writt en essays on a variet y of topics on its websit e.

Ana Arutunian, StudentEka Lomia, Doctoral Student

Tamar Akubardia, Pupil
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In order to increase societal awareness about intr a-party democracy and to          
encourage people to help impr ove the system, representativ es of the Chavchavadze 
Center have prepared vlogs, which can be found on the Center’s website, YouTube 
channel and Facebook page.

Experts from the Chavchavadze Center made vlogs on a variet y of topics concerning 
civic education, including video l ectures about intr a-party democracy and Russian 
propaganda.

The project “Common Sense and Citizenship Vis-à-Vis Politics ” was made possible by 
support fr om the Konrad-Adenauer South Caucasus Foundation.

Vlogs – On the Intra-Party Democracy

Vlogs – Information Security and Literacy
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Authors: Mariam Gersamia; Gaioz (Gia) Japaridze; 
Nino Kalandadze; Giorgi Jokhadze; and Giorgi 
Khaberava

In 2020, the center conducted a study assessing 
the stat e of intr a-party democracy in Georgian 
political p arties. The study concluded that Geor gian 
political p arties severely lack intr a-party democracy 

of the “Intr a-Party Democracy” project . The 
public ation has been tr anslated to English and is 
available online via the f oll owing: 
www.chavchavadzecenter.ge

Authors: Teimuraz Khutsishvili; Nino Kalandadze;
 Gaioz (Gia) Japaridze; Giorgi   Jokhadze; Giorgi 
Kharebava

The research covers liberal ideol ogy and the
history of its birth and evolution in Geor gia. It 
discusses the origins of liber alism; continenta l 

liber al democracy; the chall enges that the 
formation of “Ilian ” liber alism f aces in the 
contemporary Georgian society; and the reasons 
for its pos sible misint erpretation. The 
public ation has been tr anslated to English and 
is available online via the f oll owing: 
www.chavchavadzecenter.ge

“Intra-Party Democracy in Georgia”

Liberalism and Georgia

Our Publications
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For two years, the Chavchavadze Center has impl emented its “ Youth f or Justice” 
project , under the guidance of the center’s co-founder, lawyer and publicist Z aza 
Bibil ashvili. Under this pr oject , a number of discus�Œ�ö�D�3�Œ���Z�3�–�������-���Œ�Šreenings on civic 
duty and justice have been held in various Georgian regions and educationa l         
institutions.

The project coll aborated with univ ersities, coll eges, private and public schools and 
local non-go vernmenta l organizations.

“Youth for Justice” with Zaza Bibilashvili

The project was supported by the Dutch D66 and IDI.
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In 2019-2020, more than 300 university and high school students att �©�3�–�©�–�������-��
screenings and particip ated in the disc us�Œ�ö�D�3�Œ�„�����ë�©�������-���Œ�Šreenings were held in 
Batumi, Zugdidi, Kutaisi, Bulachauri, Gori, Kareli and Tbilisi.

The students were shown the foll �D�Ý�ö�3�×�������-�Œ�†

 Sydney Lumet’s “12 Angry Men”
 Jessie Nelson’s “I Am Sam”

 Akira Kurosawa’s “Rashomon”
 Peter Weir’s “The Truman Show”
 Richard LaGravenese “Freedom Writ ers”

Nino Eremashvili, the he ad of the civic 
education sect or at Georgian Democracy
Initiativ e

The guest speakers featured in the disc ussion wer�©�†

“Youth for Justice” with Zaza Bibilashvili
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Keti Kurdovanidze, critic and journa list

Arina Tavakarashvili, assistant pr ofessor at 
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University

Gia Japaridze, professor at the Univ ersity of Georgia 
and a senior researcher at the Chavchavadze Center

42

“Youth for Justice” with Zaza Bibilashvili



Mariam Gersamia, professor at Ivane 
Javakhishvili Tbilisi Stat e University and a senior
researcher at the Chavchavadze Center

Nodar Ladaria, writ er

Zaal Samadashvili, writ er
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Chiora Taktakishvili, guest-l ecturer at Ilia Stat e 
University’s School of Law and senior researcher at 
Policy Daily

Dimitri Dzagnidze, lawyer

Natia Kapanadze, lawyer and media l aw expert

“Youth for Justice” with Zaza Bibilashvili
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Giorgi Mshvenieradze, chairman of 
Georgia’s Democratic Initiativ e

Shavlego Gegechkori, journa list and 
psychologist

“Youth for Justice” with Zaza Bibilashvili



Sandro Bibilashvili

Born on December 19, 1980, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Sandro Bibil ashvili is a dua l-qua���ö���©�–
int ernationa l l awyer, licensed to practice law in Georgia as well as the State of New 
York, USA�„�ò�s�©���ë�Z�Œ���€�©�©�3���ö�3���q�|�övate practice since 2002, focusing on major r egional 
and int ernationa l mandat �©�Œ�„�ò���ö�ö�3ce 2014 Sandro has been a partner of BGI Legal, 
Georgia’s leading independent full -service l�Z�Ý�����|�-�…���Ý�ë�ö�Š�ë���ë�Z�Œ���€�©�©�3��top ranked in 
every service area by every leading int ernationa l l egal dir ectory that c overs the 
region since 2005. In 2012 Sandro was accredit ed as a mediator by the Centre for 

Court �„�ò���s�©���ö�Œ��also a visiting pr ofessor at Free University of Tbilisi and serv es as the 
Chair of the Commercial Law Commission at ICC Georgia, Georgian Nationa l
Committ ee of the Int ernationa l Chamber of Commerce, the worl d’s largest business
or�×�Z�3�ö�ò�Z�š�ö�D�3�„�ò���s�©��also serves on the Board of the Association of L aw Firms of      
Georgia. In 2001, while studying political scienc e at the University of Vermont , 
Sandro int erned for the then-Congressman Bernie Sander�Œ�„�ò�ò�ö�Z�3�–ro earned law 
degrees from Tbilisi Stat e University (JD equivalent, 2003), Central European        
University (LL.M. in Internationa l Business Law, 2004) and Duke University School of 
Law (LL.M., 201
Ü�Ÿ�„�ò���ö�Z�3�–ro is an Edmund S. Muskie fellow, a fellowship program of the 
US Department of Stat e.
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Mariam Kachkachashvili, a project particip ant: 

“Peter Weir’s ‘The Truman Show’ leaves us with
an import ant question: Where does the line 
between realit �Ø���Y�+�’���Y�+���Y�p�•�ð���‡�ð�Y��ly manuf�Y�‡�•�¢red,
made-up worl d lie? Truman Burbank de �‡�ð�’ed in 
favor of truth and fr ee�’�;�%�„���Ï�å�ð�‡�å���å�¥���Ï�Y�€���Y�}le
to a�‡�‡omplish by altering his routine and        
�‡�å�Y��lenging some deeply rooted fears. By doing 
this, the main pr otagonist manage d to gain �‡on-
trol over his own lif e. In my opinion, we, journal -
�ð�€�•�€�„���%�Y�
�¥���•�å�ð�€���‡�å�;�ð�‡e between �‡omfortable 
illusion and truth, not onl �Ø���Ï�å�¥�+���Ï�¥���‡�å�;�;�€�¥���å�;�Ï��
to present the information t o our viewers but also 
�Ï�å�¥�+���Ï�¥���%�Y�
�¥���•�å�ð�€���‡�å�;�ð�‡e for ourselves.”

In coll aboration with Iv ane Javakhishvili Tbilisi Stat e University, both under graduate and
graduate school students, including f oreign students, pr epared diaries b �Z�Œ�©�–���D�3���š�ë�©�������-
screenings. Some students also wrote blog posts, and the best entry was published on the
center’s website. As a result of the k een interest displayed by the students and the succes s of
the project , the university has included this activit y in its curriculum.
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�ç�ê�ç�ó�ë�ô�����÷�ð�õ�ð

Writ er Zaal Samadashvili gave the most activ e
particip ants of the disc ussion books. November 18, 2020
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“Y�P�V�U�I���G�P�S���+�V�T�U�J�D�F�l���X�J�U�I���;�B�[�B���#�J�C�J�M�B�T�I�W�J�M�J

Eter Midelashvili, a project particip ant: 

“Peter Weir’s ‘The Truman Show’ seems even more
relevant now and r aises more questions than it 
did 20 -22 years ago�„���Ï�å�¥�+���ð�•����rst came out: What 
would happen if every detail in our liv es was 
recorded using 5000 cameras and broadcast to 
millions of pe ople? What would happen if I were 
to be the only ‘real’ person left in a phon y world? 
If my entire life was simpl�Ø���Y�����Ò�%�¥�+�•���;�Í���;�+�¥���ô� ��
director’s imagination �Š���ô�å�¥�������%���Y�+�’���•�å�¥��������������������������
discussion that f oll owed it made me think about 
how, if the peopl�¥���}�¥�å�ð�+�’���•�å�¥���ô� ���€�‡reens want to, 
they can easily create a pseudo-realit y and it is 
only up to us whether we want to join in on the 
endless pretending or escape from the clut ches of 
media manipul ation.”



To mark the 182nd anniversary of Ilia Chavchavadze’s birth, the Chavchavadze Center 
host�©�–���Z�������-���Œ�Šreening and discussion on November 8 at the Univ ersity of Georgia 
for students of the School of L aw.

On November 14, 2020 Zaza Bibilashvili visit ed the Bulachauri Green Camp as part of 
the Center’s work with CENN, a non-governmenta l organization.

On October 25, 20
â
Ð���š�ë�©�������-���Œ�Šreening of Akira Kurosawa’s “Rashomon” was held at 
the Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University. A discussion was held afterwards. On        

On November 17, 2019 local high school students wer e invited to Zugdidi’ s Center for 

“Fahrenheit 451.”
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On June 25, Chavchavadze Cent�©�|�òco-founder Zaza Bibilashvili made a speech at a 
conference in Hague, which was organized by the Dutch party D66. His speech— 
“Futur e of the Eastern Partner ship Policy: How far does the European identit y 
extend?”—centered on issues such as the sanctity of the l aw, identit y issues and 
attitudes of the y outh t oward Eastern partner nations. Z aza Bibilashvili devot ed the 
�-�D�Œ�š���Œ�ö�×�3�ö��cant part of his speech t o the t opic of Russia’s return t o the European 
Council ’s Parliamentary Assembly and the ongoing anti-oligar chy protests in      
Georgia. Other speakers on the panel included Lithuanian, Ukr ainian, British and 
Dutch politicians and schol ars.

Conference: “Future of the Eastern Partnership Policy”

other activities
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Konrad Adenauer Foundation South Caucasus

Eastern European Centre for Multiparty Democracy (EECMD)

New Economic School

Georgian Strategic Analysis Center (GSAC)

D66 International / IDI

The Center continues t o coll aborate with l ocal non-governmenta l organizations 
and companies:

https:/ / www.kas.de/ web/ suedkaukasus/home

https:/ /int ernationaal .d66.nl/

http:/ / eecmd.org/

https:/ / nes-g.org/k a/

http:/ / gsac.ge

Our Partners

Publishing House “Artanuji”

Media and communication educational and research center

https:/ / www.artanuji. ge

www.mcerc.ge
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Tbilisi State University

www.tsu.ge

Caucasus University

www.cu.edu.ge

Ilia State University

https:/ /iliauni. edu.ge/ ge

University of Georgia

https:/ / www.ug.edu.ge/

Nino Kalandadze: “I hope that our c oll aboration with the Univ ersity of Georgia will 
be useful and pr oductiv e, including cr eating bett er opportunities f or student int ern-
ships/ employment and ensuring a bett er environment f or professional growth.”

Our Partners

The Chavchavadze Center has signed coll aboration agreements with several      

plans including hol ding seminars and conferences; implementing r esearch and 
educationa l projects; enabling students and pr ofessors to take p�Z�|�š���ö�3���Œ�Š�ö�©�3�š�ö���Š���Z�3�–��
research-based projects; working jointl y on public ations and man y other activities.

The Center currentl y works with these univ ersities:
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Our Team
Our Founders

Zaza Bibilashvili

Zaza Bibilashvili was born on August 16, 1974 in Tbilisi, Georgia. For the p ast two 
decades, Zaza has been one of the most highl y acclaimed int ernationa l l awyers in 
Georgia. In 2005, Zaza founded BGI, the leading law and c�D�3�Œ�¯���š�Z�š�ö�D�3�����|�-���ö�3���h�©�Dr�×�ö�Z�„�ò��
Prior t o BGI, Zaza was a director of Ernst & amp; Young’s legal services arm, EY Law 

Andersen Legal—both were dominant play ers on the Georgian legal services market 
at the time �„�ò�|�3��
â013, foll owing the p arty’s defeat in general elections, Zaza joined the 
United Nationa l Movement and became a member of its bo ar�–�„�ò���s�©���Œ�©parated from

resigned from his position and p arty membership on February 6, 2020. Before 
moving to private practice, Zaza worked with the Permanent Mission of Georgia to 
the Unit ed Nations in New York. Zaza graduated from Tbilisi Stat e University,          
Department of Int ernationa l Law, earning his l aw degree with high honor �Œ�„�ò��Zaza 
also hol ds a degree in int ernationa l relations fr om Canisius Coll ege, a Jesuit school 

served on the Executive Board of GBA between 2009 and 2013, where he chaired the 
Commercial Law Committ ee�„�ò�¹�3�©���D�Ò���š�ë�©���D�|�ö�×�ö�3al founders of the Association of L aw
Firms of Georgia, Zaza served on the Board of ALFG between 2014 and 2017, where he 
headed Georgia’�Œ����rst ever pro bono initiativ e�„�òZaza is currentl �æ���Œ�©�|�Ù�ö�3�×���ë�ö�Œ��
î���š�ë���ò
term on the bo ard of ICC Georgia, the Nationa l Committ ee of the Int ernationa l 
Chamber of Commerce, the worl d’s largest business organization, where he used to 
chair the Arbitr ation Commission. Zaza was an arbitrator at the Court of Arbitr ation 
of the European Chamber of Commerce and has acted as ICC arbitrator in London 
�Z�3�–���/�ö�©�3�3�Z�„�ò���'�©�š�Ý�©�©�3��
â
Ð09 and 2010, Zaza served as a member of the Stat e            
Constitutiona l Commission. At various times, Zaza has served on the bo ards of Poti
Seaport Corpor ation (Georgia’s largest port), Teliani Vall ey (Georgia’s largest        
winemak�©�|�Ÿ�…�òFoundation f or Democracy and Development , American Friends of 
Georgia (a US charity), and the Georgian Vine Foundation. Zaza is a founder of the 
Georgian Richard Wagner Society, which unit es Georgian connoisseurs of the great 
composer and engages in various educationa �����Z�Š�š�ö�Ù�ö�š�ö�©�Œ�„�ò�|�3��
Ü����
ú���ë�©���Ý�Z�Œ���3�Z�-�©�–��Paul 
�s�Z�|�|�ö�Œ��Fellow, the highest award of Rotary Int ernationa l. In addition t o his nativ e 
Georgian, Zaza speak�Œ�����¯�©�3�š��English and Russian, and has a fair command of French 
and Spanish.
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nino kalandadze

Nino Kalandadz�©���Ý�Z�Œ���€�D�|�3���D�3�ò�¤�Zrch 11, 1977 in Tbilisi. From 2008-2012, Nino served 

45 European countries. She served as a principl e liaison of the Geor gian               
government; contribut ed to the el aboration and impl ementation of the non-               
recognition policy on the br eakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia;                   
facilitat ed the impl ementation of St einmeier ’s Plan, which aimed to int egrate the 
breakaway regions int o Georgian politic al processes; led EU-Georgia Talks in 2008; 
managed and supervised the Consular Department and int ernal and external

spokesperson. In 2012-2013, Nino served at the Administr ation of the President of 
Georgia as advisor and Parliamentary Secretary. In 2004-
â
Ð
Ð���…���¨�ö�3�D���Ý�Z�Œ���Z���¤�å���Z�3�–��

and initiat ed the dr aft Administr ative Code of Georgia; and represented the                
Parliamentary del egation t o the Council of Europe. She also served as a member of 
the High Council of Justice and the Georgian Pardoning commission. Prior t o joining 
the public sect or, Nino worked as a legal expert f or the German Int ernationa l        
Cooper�Z�š�ö�D�3���•�h�|�G�Ÿ�„�ò�ö�ö�3ce 2013 Nino has been actively engaged in civic and academic 
lif e. She is a dean and associate professor at Caucasus University and a member of 
the Georgian Bar Association. She holds a dipl omatic r ank of Envoy Extraordinary 
and Plenipot entiary �„�ò�¨�ö�3�D���ö�Œ���Z��co-�Z�¯�š�ë�D�|���D�Ò���š�ë�©���¤�Z�3�¯al on the General Administr a-
tive Code of Georgia and co-founder of the online ana lytical magazine Iveria.biz. 
Nino graduated from Schule Birklehof, a German high school. She studied law at the 
Universit �æ���D�Ò���¤�Z�3�3�ë�©�ö�-�…���h�©�|�-�Zny and Tbilisi State University, Georgia. She received 
a master&#39;s degree in Internationa l Relations at Tufts University, the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy�„�ò�¨�ö�3�D���ö�Œ�����¯�©�3�š���ö�3���h�©�Drgian (native), English, German 
and Russian.

Our Founders
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Eka Tkeshelashvili

Eka Tkeshelashvili pr eviously served as Georgia’s Vice Prime-Minist er, State Minister 
of Georgia for Reintegration. In this position she over saw the impl ementation of 
state policy on the oc cupied t errit ories of Georgia and the nationa l policy on 
minorit y integration. She has also served as Secretary of the Nationa l Securit y 
Council of Georgia, heading the nationa l strategic review process, and as Minister of 

General of Georgia and the Minist er of Justice of Georgia. She also held the position 
of the Chairper son of Tbilisi Appeals Court . In this capacity she headed the Appeals
Court , led the judicia l reform and was a member of the High Council of Justice of 
Georgia. Earlier in her c areer, she also served as the Deputy Minister of Int ernal 

for int ernationa l l egal relations. Before joining the government , Eka was a Deputy 
Chief of Party at IRIS Georgia, leading programs on the rul e of law, legal aid and 

the Red Cross, where she was responsibl e for programs concerning the nationa l 
impl ementation of int ernationa l humanitarian l aw. Prior t o that , Eka worked as an 

Yugoslavia (Netherl ands) and at the Lawyers Committ ee for Human Rights (USA).
Eka has also worked in academia; as an associate professor she taught courses on 
public int ernationa l l aw and accountabilit y for human rights atr ocities at v arious 
Georgian universities. She has a master’s degree in int ernationa l human rights l aw 
from Notre Dame Law School (USA), a c�©�|�š�ö��cate in human rights l awyering and 
human rights adv ocacy from Oxford University (UK), and a law degree from Tbilisi 
State University.

Our Founders

55



Sandro Bibilashvili

Born on December 19, 1980, in Tbilisi, Georgia, Sandro Bibil ashvili is a dua l-qua���ö���©�–
int ernationa l l awyer, licensed to practice law in Georgia as well as the State of New 
York, USA�„�ò�s�©���ë�Z�Œ���€�©�©�3���ö�3���q�|�övate practice since 2002, focusing on major r egional 
and int ernationa l mandat �©�Œ�„�ò���ö�ö�3ce 2014 Sandro has been a partner of BGI Legal, 
Georgia’s leading independent full -service l�Z�Ý�����|�-�…���Ý�ë�ö�Š�ë���ë�Z�Œ���€�©�©�3��top ranked in 
every service area by every leading int ernationa l l egal dir ectory that c overs the 
region since 2005. In 2012 Sandro was accredit ed as a mediator by the Centre for 

Court �„�ò���s�©���ö�Œ��also a visiting pr ofessor at Free University of Tbilisi and serv es as the 
Chair of the Commercial Law Commission at ICC Georgia, Georgian Nationa l
Committ ee of the Int ernationa l Chamber of Commerce, the worl d’s largest business
or�×�Z�3�ö�ò�Z�š�ö�D�3�„�ò���s�©��also serves on the Board of the Association of L aw Firms of      
Georgia. In 2001, while studying political scienc e at the University of Vermont , 
Sandro int erned for the then-Congressman Bernie Sander�Œ�„�ò�ò�ö�Z�3�–ro earned law 
degrees from Tbilisi Stat e University (JD equivalent, 2003), Central European        
University (LL.M. in Internationa l Business Law, 2004) and Duke University School of 
Law (LL.M., 201
Ü�Ÿ�„�ò���ö�Z�3�–ro is an Edmund S. Muskie fellow, a fellowship program of the 
US Department of Stat e.
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mariam gersamia

Mariam Gersamia is a media psychologist and full pr ofessor at Ivane Javakhishvili 
Tbilisi State University (TSU, Georgia); Mariam graduated from TSU earning her 
doctoral degree in Journalism Studies (2004). Mariam also has post-dipl oma         
education in body -orient ed psychology (2018). With 20 years of experience in        
academia, she was a head of journa lism and mass communication dep artment and 
programs; she was an elected member of the ac ademic council (2010-2015). She 
worked in l ocal and int ernationa l organizations, was head of PR department and 
minist er’s adviser at the Ministry of educ ation and Science (2006-2009) and
executive director of the nationa l Science foundation of Geor gia (2009-2014). 
Mariam was a Majoritarian c andidat e from UNM in Tbilisi during 2017 local-              
governmenta l elections. From 2017-2019 she was a member of the political c ouncil . 
Mariam is a member of the sever a�����Œ�Š�ö�©�3�š�ö���Š���Zssociations and edit oria l boards. she 
has been awarded f�D�|���š�ë�©���€�©�Œ�š���Œ�Š�ö�©�3�š�ö���Š���q�¯�€���öcation. She is an honorable citizen of 
Louisvill e (USA). Currentl y she is a head of the English taught gr aduate program 
“media psychol ogy and communications” at TSU and senior fellow at Chavchavadze 
Center for European studies and civic educ �Z�š�ö�D�3�„���s�©�|���-�Z�
�D�|�����©lds of int erest are
media psychology, political c ommunications, public r elations, and education.
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Gaioz (Gia) Japaridze

Gaioz (Gia) Japaridze is a former Georgian Diplomat . Current professor at the       
University of Georgia’s Department of Int ernationa l Relations and Political Scienc e 
of the School of Socia l Sciences; Former Senior Fellow at GRASS (Georgia’s Reforms 
Associates); Senior Fellow at GSAC (Georgian Strategoc Analysis Center) and Ilia 
Chavchavadze Center for European Studies and Studies and Civic Educ�Z�š�ö�D�3�„�ò�s�©��also 

(GIPA) and Caucasus University (CU). As a former Dipl omat , Japaridze represented 

Embassy of Georgia to the Republic of Cyprus. Japaridze graduated from Tbilisi Stat e 
University in 1996 and the University of Athens, Athens (Greece) in 2007�„���s�ö�Œ��formal 
studies include cl assical phil ology, internationa l relations, politic al theory ,             
int ernationa l l aw, European int egration and Unit ed States foreign policy.

employees of the center
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Contact

Web-Page Address: www.chavchavadzecenter.ge 

Address: 20, Giorgi Akhvlediani ( former Perovskaya) Street, 0108, Tbilisi, Georgia

E-mail: info@chavchavadzecenter.ge

Facebook: https:/ / www.facebook.com/ Chavchavadze.Center 

Instagram: https:/ / www.instagram.com/ chavchavadzecenter/ 
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